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Named for Edgar Allan Poe, Edgar Lawrence Doctorow was born in New York City on January 
6, 1931.  Doctorow attended the Bronx High School of Science and graduated with honors from 
Kenyon College in 1952; he did graduate work at Columbia University and served in the U.S. 
Army, which stationed him in Germany. In 1954, he married Helen Setzer. They have three 
children. Doctorow was senior editor for New American Library from 1959 to 1964 and then 
served as editor in chief at Dial Press until 1969. Since then, he has devoted his time to writing 
and teaching. He holds the Glucksman Chair in American Letters at New York University and 
over the years has taught at several institutions, including Yale University Drama School, 
Princeton University, Sarah Lawrence College, and the University of California, Irvine. 
 
Doctorow occupies a central position in the history of American literature and is generally 
considered to be among the most talented, ambitious, and admired novelists of the second half of 
the twentieth century. Long celebrated for his vivid evocations of nineteenth- and twentieth-
century American life (particularly New York life), Doctorow has received the National Book 
Award, two National Book Critics Circle Awards, the PEN/Faulkner Award, the Edith Wharton 
Citation for Fiction, the William Dean Howell Medal of the American Academy of Arts and 
Letters, and the presidentially conferred National Humanities Medal. 
 
Doctorow’s most recent book is The March (2005), a fictional account of General William 
Tecumseh Sherman's infamous military rampage from the burned-out ruins of Atlanta to the 
Atlantic Ocean, and north into the Carolinas, leaving a path of destruction that affected the South 
for generations. The March received the 2006 PEN/Faulkner Award and the 2005 National Book 
Critics Circle Award and was a finalist for the 2005 National Book Award.  
 
He lives in Sag Harbor, NY. 
 
 
 



Books by E.L. Doctorow 
 
Welcome to Hard Times (1960) 
The Book of Daniel (1971) 
Ragtime (1975) 
Loon Lake (1980) 
Lives of the Poets (1984) 
World’s Fair (1985) 

Billy Bathgate (1989) 
The Waterworks (1994) 
City of God (2000) 
Sweet Land Stories (2004) 
The March (2005) 

 
 
If you like E.L. Doctorow’s books, try some of these: 
 
Books similar to Waterworks 
 
Caleb Carr 
Waterbourne by Bruce Murkoff 
 
Other Books 
 
Dreamland by Kevin Baker 
Voyage of the Narwhal by Andrea Barrett 
Cloudsplitter by Russell Banks 

Kindred by Octavia Butler 
Watson trilogy by Peter Matthiessen 
Niagara by Richard Watson   

 
Authors 
 
Beryl Bainbridge 
Madison Smartt Bell 
Thomas Berger’s historical novels 
James Carlos Blake 
Melvyn Bragg’s historical novels 
Peter Carey’s historical novels 

Howard Fast 
Gary Jennings 
Douglas C. Jones 
William Kennedy 
Thomas Mallon 
Robert Lewis Taylor 

 
 
For length, scope, attention to historic detail: 
 
James A. Michener   
Edward Rutherfurd  
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